SINNERS IN THE HANDS OF AN ANGRY GOD

THE -Their foot shall slide in due time- Deut. 32:35
EIMVARDS
PFULPLT

In this verse is threatened the vengeance of Gddewicked unbelieving Israelites, who were God's
visible people, and who lived under the means atgybut who, notwithstanding all God's wonderful
works towards them, remained (as ver. 28.) voidoninsel, having no understanding in them. Under all
the cultivations of heaven, they brought forthdyittnd poisonous fruit; as in the two verses next
preceding the text. The expression | have chosemyaext, Their foot shall slide in due time, sestim
imply the following doings, relating to the punisént and destruction to which these wicked Israzlite
were exposed.

1. That they were always exposediéstruction; as one that stands or walks in slippery placasinays
exposed to fall. This is implied in the mannertddit destruction coming upon them, being represkente
by their foot sliding. The same is expressed, P§ar8. "Surely thou didst set them in slipperycpks
thou castedst them down into destruction.”

2. It implies, that they were always exposed tademdunexpected destruction. As he that walks in
slippery places is every moment liable to fall,damnot foresee one moment whether he shall stand or
fall the next; and when he does fall, he fallsratewithout warning: Which is also expressed inmsa
73:18, 19. "Surely thou didst set them in slippglaces; thou castedstem down into destruction: Hc
are they brought into desolation as in a moment!"

3. Another thing implied is, that they are lialbefall of themselves, without being thrown down by the
hand of another; as he that stands or walks opeslypground needs nothing but his own weight to
throw him down.

4. That the reason why they are not fallen alreadg, do not fall now, is only that God's appoirtiete
is not come. For it is said, that when that duestior appointed time comehegir foot shall slide. Then
they shall be left to fall, as they are inclinedtbgir own weight. God will not hold them up in see
slippery places any longer, but will let them gogldhen at that very instant, they shall fall into
destruction; as he that stands on such slippetyngeg ground, on the edge of a pit, he cannotdtan
alone, when he is let go he immediately falls anldst.

The observation from the words that | would nowsnhgpon is this. "There is nothing that keeps w@
men at any one moment out of hell, but the meraspiee of God." By the mere pleasure of God, I n
his sovereign pleasure, his arbitrary will, resteal by no obligation, hindered by no manner of
difficulty, any more than if nothing else but Godigere will had in the least degree, or in any respe
whatsoever, any hand in the preservation of wicked one moment.

The truth of this observation may appear by thiv¥ahg considerations.

1. There is no want gdower in God to cast wicked men into hell at any mombfen's hands cannot
strong when God rises up. The strongest have neirto resis him, nor can any deliver out of |



hands-He is not only able to cast wicked men into halk e can most easily do it. Sometimes

earthly prince meets with a great deal of diffigutt subdue a rebel, who has found means to fortify
himself, and has made himself strong by the numdiiengs followers. But it is not so with God. Thes

no fortress that is any defense from the powerad.@hough hand join in hand, and vast multitudes o
God's enemies combine and associate themselvgsarineasily broken in pieces. They are as great
heaps of light chaff before the whirlwind; or largeantities of dry stubble before devouring flam¥e.
find it easy to tread on and crush a worm that @e@awling on the earth; so it is easy for usutooc
singe a slender thread that any thing hangs bg:elsy is it for God, when he pleases, to cast his
enemies down to hell. What are we, that we shduttktto stand before him, at whose rebuke the earth
trembles, and before whom the rocks are thrown @own

2. Theydeserve to be cast into hell; so that divine justice nestands in the way, it makes no objection
against God's using his power at any moment taa@estem. Yea, on the contrary, justice calls aloud
for an infinite punishment of their sins. Divinesjice says of the tree that brings forth such ggajbe
Sodom, "Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground@Ke xiii. 7. The sword of divine justice is every
moment brandished over their heads, and it is ngthut the hand of arbitrary mercy, and God's mere
will, that holds it back.

3. They are already under a sentenceoatlemnation to hell. They do not only justly deserve to betcas
down thither, but the sentence of the law of Gbdt eternal and immutable rule of righteousness tha
God has fixed between him and mankind, is goneagainst them, and stands against them; so tha
are bound over already to hell. John iii. 18. "Hattbelieveth not is condemned already.” So thatyev
unconverted man properly belongs to hell; thaisgplace; from thence he is, John viii. 23. "Ye are
from beneath." And thither be is bound; it is thace that justice, and God's word, and the sentehce
his unchangeable law assign to him.

4. They are now the objects of that very same aageémwrath of God, that is expressed in the torment
of hell. And the reason why they do not go dowheti at each moment, is not because God, in whose
power they are, is not then very angry with thesha is with many miserable creatures now tormented
in hell, who there feel and bear the fiercenedsiofvrath. Yea, God is a great deal more angry with
great numbers that are now on earth: yea, doubtiedsmany that are now in this congregation, vitho
may be are at ease, than he is with many of théeeanre now in the flames of hell.

So that it is not because God is unmindful of theakedness, and does not resent it, that he dudet
loose his hand and cut them off. God is not altegresuch an one as themselves, though they may
imagine him to be so. The wrath of God burns agairesn, their damnation does not slumber; thespit i
prepared, the fire is made ready, the furnaceusmmt, ready to receive them; the flames do nowe rag
and glow. The glittering sword is whet, and hel@iothem, and the pit hath opened its mouth under
them.

5. Thedevil stands ready to fall upon them, and seize thehisaswn,at what moment God shall peri
him. They belong to him; he has their souls ingassession, and under his dominion. The scripture
represents them as his goods, Luke 11:12. Thesderilch them; they are ever by them at their right
hand; they stand waiting for them, like greedy hyrgns that see their prey, and expect to haveut
are for the present kept back. If God should wikadhis hand, by which they are restrained, theyle
in one moment fly upon their poor souls. The olgsat is gaping for them; hell opens its mouth wide
to receive them; and if God should permit it, teeyuld be hastily swallowed up and lost.

6. There are in the souls of wicked men thosedteprinciples reigning, that would presently kindte
flame out into hell fire, if it were not for God'sstraints. There is laid in the very nature ohehmen, .
foundation for the torments of hell. There are ghosrrupt principles, in reigning power in themgam
full possession of them, that are seeds of hell fihese principles are active and powerful, exoee



violent in their nature, and if it were not for thestraining hand of God upon them, they would ¢

break out, they would flame out after the same ramas the same corruptions, the same enmity does in
the hearts of damned souls, and would beget the samments as they do in them. The souls of the
wicked are in scripture compared to the troublea] &&a. 57:20. For the present, God restrains their
wickedness by his mighty power, as he does thegagaves of the troubled sea, saying, "Hithertdtsha
thou come, but no further;" but if God should witéng that restraining power, it would soon carry all
before it. Sin is the ruin and misery of the sduk destructive in its nature; and if God sholddve it
without restraint, there would need nothing elsentike the soul perfectly miserable. The corruptibn
the heart of man is immoderate and boundless fiys and while wicked men live here, it is likieef
pent up by God's restraints, whereas if it werdolese, it would set on fire the course of natarg] as

the heart is now a sink of sin, so if sin was mstrained, it would immediately turn the soul iatbery
oven, or a furnace of fire and brimstone.

7. It is no security to wicked men for one momdmat there are no visible means of death at hansl. |
no security to a natural man, that he is now iritheand that he does not see which way he shamid n
immediately go out of the world by any accident] #mat there is no visible danger in any respebisn
circumstances. The manifold and continual expedaiche world in all ages, shows this is no
evidence, that a man is not on the very brink efrety, and that the next step will not be into thieo
world. The unseen, unthought-of ways and meangisgns going suddenly out of the world are
innumerable and inconceivable. Unconverted men wadk the pit of hell on a rotten covering, and
there are innumerable places in this covering sakwieat they will not bear their weight, and these
places are not seen. The arrows of death fly ungeroon-day; the sharpest sight cannot discem.the
God has so many different unsearchable ways afigakicked men out of the world and sending them
to hell, that there is nothing to make it appdaat God had need to be at the expense of a mi@aoim
out of the ordinary course of his providence, tstgy any wicked man, at any moment. All the means
that there are of sinners going out of the wond,so in God's hands, and so universally and atedplu
subject to his power and determination, that itsdoet depend at all the less on the mere will o ,Go
whether sinners shall at any moment go to hell) thmeans were never made use of, or at all
concerned in the case.

8. Natural men's prudence and care to preservedivai lives, or the care of others to preserve thaw
not secure them a moment. To this, divine providearad universal experience do also bear testimony.
There is this clear evidence that men's own wistono security to them from death; that if it were
otherwise we should see some difference betweewitdgeand politic men of the world, and others,
with regard to their liableness to early and unetg death: but how is it in fact? Eccles. ii. t6ow

dieth the wise man? even as the fool."

9. All wicked men's pains arabntrivance which they use to escape hell, while they contitoueject
Christ, and so remain wicked men, do not secuma ihem hell one moment. Almost every natural r
that hears of hell, flatters himself that he skaltape it; he depends upon himself for his ownrgggu
he flatters himself in what he has done, in whashew doing, or what he intends to do. Every one
lays out matters in his own mind how he shall aw#cnation, and flatters himself that he contrives
well for himself, and that his schemes will not.fdihey hear indeed that there are but few savedl, a
that the greater part of men that have died heyetaire gone to hell; but each one imagines thétyse
out matters better for his own escape than otheere done. He does not intend to come to that mace
torment; he says within himself, that he intendtaie effectual care, and to order matters soifosélf
as not to fail.

But the foolish children of men miserably deludertiselves in their own schemes, and in confidence in
their own strength and wisdom; they trust to naghiat a shadow. The greater part of those who
heretofore have lived under the same means of gaaceare now dead, are undoubtedly gone to



and it was not because they were not as wise as thbo are now alive: it was not because they dit
lay out matters as well for themselves to secwe# thwn escape. If we could speak with them, and
inquire of them, one by one, whether they expeatdan alive, and when they used to hear about hell
ever to be the subjects of that misery: we doustlgisould hear one and another reply, "No, | never
intended to come here: | had laid out matters atiserin my mind; | thought | should contrive wedi f
myself: | thought my scheme good. | intended t@taeKectual care; but it came upon me unexpected; |
did not look for it at that time, and in that marnrriecame as a thief: Death outwitted me: God'ativr
was too quick for me. Oh, my cursed foolishnesgas flattering myself, and pleasing myself withrvai
dreams of what | would do hereafter; and when | &s8ng, Peace and safety, then suddenly
destruction came upon me.

10. God has laid himself undeo obligation, by any promise to keep any natural man out of dreti
moment. God certainly has made no promises eitheteonal life, or of any deliverance or preservati
from eternal death, but what are contained in theegant of grace, the promises that are given in
Christ, in whom all the promises are yea and aBeahsurely they have no interest in the promises of
the covenant of grace who are not the childremefcovenant, who do not believe in any of the
promises, and have no interest in the Mediatohefcovenant.

So that, whatever some have imagined and preteadataat promises made to natural men's earnest
seeking and knocking, it is plain and manifestt thlaatever pains a natural man takes in religion,
whatever prayers he makes, till he believes insEh@od is under no manner of obligation to keep hi
a moment from eternal destruction.

So that, thus it is that natural men are held enhthnd of God, over the pit of hell; they have desz
the fiery pit, and are already sentenced to it; @od is dreadfully provoked, his anger is as great
towards them as to those that are actually sufjehie executions of the fierceness of his wratheilh,
and they have done nothing in the least to app&aakate that anger, neither is God in the leashtho
by any promise to hold them up one moment; thel gewaiting for them, hell is gaping for them, the
flames gather and flash about them, and wouldl&imold on them, and swallow them up; the firet,
up in their own hearts is struggling to break @und they have no interest in any Mediator, theeenar
means within reach that can be any security to thermshort, they have no refuge, nothing to takiel ho
of, all that preserves them every moment is theemadbitrary will, and uncovenanted, unobliged
forbearance of an incensed God.

APPLICATION

The use of this awful subject may be for awakeningonverted persons in this congregation. This that
you have heard is the case of every one of youafgabut of Christ.-That world of misery, that lake
burning brimstone, is extended abroad under yoard'ts the dreadful pit of the glowing flames o th
wrath of God; there is hell's wide gaping mouthrgmend you have nothing to stand upon, nor anyg

to take hold of, there is nothing between you agltilbut the air; it is only the power and mere plea

of God that holds you up.

You probably are not sensible of this; you find ywe kept out of hell, but do not see the handad G
in it; but look at other things, as the good stdtgour bodily constitution, your care of your oWie,
and the means you use for your own preservationirBieed these things are nothing; if God should
withdraw his band, they would avail no more to kgep from falling, than the thin air to hold up a
person that is suspended in it.

Your wickedness makes you as it were heavy as &atlto tend downwards with great weight and
pressure towards hell; and if God should let youyga would immediately sink and swiftly desce



and plunge into the bottomless gulf, and your hgatbnstitution, and your own care and prudence
best contrivance, and all your righteousness, whaicge no more influence to uphold you and keep you
out of hell, than a spider's web would have to stdglling rock. Were it not for the sovereign daee

of God, the earth would not bear you one momemtydol are a burden to it; the creation groans with
you; the creature is made subject to the bondagewfcorruption, not willingly; the sun does not
willingly shine upon you to give you light to sersim and Satan; the earth does not willingly yiedad
increase to satisfy your lusts; nor is it willingystage for your wickedness to be acted uporgithe
does not willingly serve you for breath to maintthe flame of life in your vitals, while you spepdur

life in the service of God's enemies. God's crestare good, and were made for men to serve God
with, and do not willingly subservw®e any other purpose, and groan when they areedldospurposes ¢
directly contrary to their nature and end. Andwweeld would spew you out, were it not for the
sovereign hand of him who hath subjected it in hdpere are black clouds of God's wrath now
hanging directly over your heads, full of the driehdtorm, and big with thunder; and were it nat tlee
restraining hand of God, it would immediately bdsth upon you. The sovereign pleasure of God, for
the present, stays his rough wind; otherwise itldbf@ome with fury, and your destruction would come
like a whirlwind, and you would be like the chafftbe summer threshing floor.

The wrath of God is like great waters that are dachfor the present; they increase more and motk
rise higher and higher, till an outlet is givenddhe longer the stream is stopped, the more i@amid
mighty is its course, when once it is let looses lrue, that judgment against your evil works has
been executed hitherto; the floods of God's vengelave been withheld; but your guilt in the mean
time is constantly increasing, and you are evegytdEasuring up more wrath; the waters are congtant
rising, and waxing more and more mighty; and therething but the mere pleasure of God, that holds
the waters back, that are unwilling to be stopped, press hard to go forward. If God should only
withdraw his hand from the flood-gate, it would iredmately fly open, and the fiery floods of the
fierceness and wrath of God, would rush forth wittonceivable fury, and would come upon you with
omnipotent power; and if your strength were teruiamd times greater than it is, yea, ten thousand
times greater than the strength of the stoutastlistst devil in hell, it would be nothing to witagad or
endure it.

The bow of God's wrath is bent, and the arrow nraddy on the string, and justice bends the arrow at
your heart, and strains the bow, and it is notliagthe mere pleasure of God, and that of an aGgy,
without any promise or obligation at all, that kee¢jpe arrow one moment from being made drunk with
your blood. Thus all you that never passed undgeat change of heart, by the mighty power of the
Spirit of God upon your souls; all you that wer@ereborn again, and made new creatures, and raised
from being dead in sin, to a state of new, andreedttogether unexperienced light and life, arthen
hands of an angry God. However you may have refdryoer life in many things, and may have had
religious affections, and may keep up a form afyreh in your families and closets, and in the heoak
God, it is nothing but his mere pleasure that kgepsfrom being this moment swallowed up in
everlasting destruction. However unconvinced yoy maw be of the truth of what you hear, by and by
you will be fully convinced of it. Those that arerge from being in the like circumstances with yeeg
that it was so with them; for destruction came sumdlglupon most of them; when they expected nothing
of it, and while they were saying, Peace and safeiw they see, that those things on which they
depended for peace and safety, were nothing buaihand empty shadows.

The God that holds you over the pit of hell, mustoae holds a spider, or some loathsome insect over
the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked:virath towards you burns like fire; he looks upon
you as worthy of nothing else, but to be cast th&ofire; he is of purer eyes than to bear to henein

his sight; you are ten thousand times more abortenalhis eyes, than the most hateful venomous
serpent is in ours. You have offended him infiyitglore than ever a stubborn rebel did his prinod; a
yet it is nothing but his hand that holds you friaiting into the fire every moment. It is to be abed



to nothingelse, the you did not go to hell the last night; that yousveaffered to awake again in tl
world, after you closed your eyes to sleep. Anddhg no other reason to be given, why you have not
dropped into hell since you arose in the morning,tbat God's hand has held you up. There is neroth
reason to be given why you have not gone to heltesyou have sat here in the house of God,
provoking his pure eyes by your sinful wicked mamofeattending his solemn worship. Yea, there is
nothing else that is to be given as a reason whydgonot this very moment drop down into hell.

O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you aretirs & great furnace of wrath, a wide and bottomjat
full of the fire of wrath, that you are held ovarthe hand of that God, whose wrath is provoked and
incensed as much against you, as against manyg afamned in hell. You hang by a slender thread,
with the flames of divine wrath flashing aboutahd ready every moment to singe it, and burn it
asunder; and you have no interest in any Mediato¥,nothing to lay hold of to save yourself, noghin
to keep off the flames of wrath, nothing of yourrgwiothing that you ever have done, nothing that yo
can do, to induce God to spare you one moment.cdndider here more particularly

1. Whose wrath it is: it is the wrath of the infinite God.it were only the wrath of man, though it were
of the most potent prince, it would be comparayiville to be regarded. The wrath of kings is very
much dreaded, especially of absolute monarchs,halie the possessions and lives of their subjects
wholly in their power, to be disposed of at thegmawill. Prov. 20:2. "The fear of a king is as the
roaring of a lion: Whoso provoketh him to angenngith against his own soul.” The subject that very
much enrages an arbitrary princeliable to suffer the most extreme torments thahan art can invel
or human power can inflict. But the greatest egridtentates in their greatest majesty and streagit
when clothed in their greatest terrors, are butleeelespicable worms of the dust, in comparisathef
great and almighty Creator and King of heaven amthelt is but little that they can do, when most
enraged, and when they have exerted the utmokewffury. All the kings of the earth, before Gade
as grasshoppers; they are nothing, and less thhmgoboth their love and their hatred is to be
despised. The wrath of the great King of kinggdsnuch more terrible than theirs, as his majesty i
greater. Luke 12:4, 5. "And | say unto you, myrids, Benot afraid of them that kill the body, and a
that, have no more that they can do. But | wilefearn you whom you shall fear: fear him, which iafte
he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell: ylesgy unto you, Fear him."

2. It is thefierceness of his wrath that you are exposed to. We ofted iahe fury of God; as in Isaiah
lix. 18. "According to their deeds, accordinglywid repay fury to his adversaries." So Isaiah &6:1
"For behold, the Lord will come with fire, and wikiis chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger
with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire." Ammdmany other place§o, Rev. 19:15, we read of "
wine press of the fierceness and wrath of AiImighbod." The words are exceeding terrible. If it had
only been said, "the wrath of God," the words wdwdde implied that which is infinitely dreadful: tat
is "the fierceness and wrath of God." The fury oldGthefierceness of Jehovah! Oh, how dreadful
that be! Who can utter or conceive what such esas carry in them! But it is also "the fierceness
and wrath ofAlmighty God." As though there would be a very great matafigon of his almighty powt
in what the fierceness of his wrath should inflag,though omnipotence should be as it were enyaged
and exerted, as men are wont to exert their stnenghe fierceness of their wrath. Oh! then, wivdl

be the consequence! What will become of the poomadhat shall suffer it! Whose hands can be
strong? And whose heart can endure? To what afiteatexpressible, inconceivable depth of misery
must the poor creature be sunk who shall be thgsubf this!

Consider this, you that are here present, thateyeain in an unregenerate state. That God will @beec
the fierceness of his anger, implies, that he wilict wrath without any pity. When God beholdth
ineffable extremity of your case, and sees younét to be so vastly disproportioned to your stiieng
and sees how your poor soul is crushed, and siolks das it were, into an infinite gloom; he willvea
no compassion upon you, he will not forbear thecattens of his wrath, or in the least lighten has4;



there shall be no moderation or mercy, nor will Goeh at all stay his rough wind; he will have
regard to your welfare, nor be at all careful igmi should suffer too much in any other sense, timy
that you shalhot suffer beyond what strict justice requires. Nothing shall be withheld, because it is so
hard for you to bear. Ezek. viii. 18. "Therefordlwalso deal in fury: mine eye shall not spareitimer
will I have pity; and though they cry in mine earsh a loud voice, yet | will not hear them." Nowo &
stands ready to pity you; this is a day of mer@y ynay cry now with some encouragement of
obtaining mercy. But when once the day of mergyaist, your most lamentable and dolorous cries and
shrieks will be in vain; you will be wholly lost drthrown away of God, as to any regard to your
welfare. God will have no other use to put youolat, to suffer misery; you shall be continued imigei
to no other end; for you will be a vessel of writtied to destruction; and there will be no othee wf
this vessel, but to be filled full of wrath. GodiMde so far from pitying you when you cry to hithat it
is said he will only "laugh and mock," Prov. 1:2B, &c.

How awful are those words, Isa. 63:3, which arevibeds of the great God. "I will tread them in mine
anger, and will trample them in my fury, and tHawod shall be sprinkled upon my garments, andl|
stain all my raiment.” It is perhaps impossibletmceive of words that carry in them greater
manifestations of these three things, contempt, and hatred, and fierceness of indignatfo/ou cry
to God to pity you, he will be so far from pityiygu in your doleful case, or showing you the least
regard or favour, that instead of that, he willyotnead you under foot. And though he will knowttha
you cannot bear the weight of omnipotence treadpwn you, yet he will not regard that, but he will
crush you under his feet without mercy; he willstrwout your blood, and make it fly, and it shall be
sprinkled on his garments, so as to stain alldiment. He will not only hate you, but he will hayeu,
in the utmost contempt: no place shall be thouiglidrf you, but under his feet to be trodden down a
the mire of the streets.

The misery you are exposed to is that which Godimfiict to that end, that he might show what that
wrath of Jehovah is. God hath had it on his heeshbw to angels and men, both how excellent ks
is, and also how terrible his wrath is. Sometimashdy kings have a mind to show how terrible their
wrath is, by the extreme punishments they wouldeteeon those that would provoke them.
Nebuchadnezzar, that mighty and haughty monartheChaldean empire, was willing to show his
wrath when enraged with Shadrach, Meshech, anddggg and accordingly gave orders that the
burning fiery furnace should be heated seven tinoger than it was before; doubtless, it was ratsed
the utmost degree of fierceness that human artiqaise it. But the great God is also willing tagh

his wrath, and magnify his awful majesty and mightyver in the extreme sufferings of his enemies.
Rom. 9:22. "What if God, willing to show his wra@md to make his power known, endure with much
long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destion?" And seeing this is his design, and whatd®
determined, even to show how terrible the unrastchivrath, the fury and fierceness of Jehovaheis, h
will do it to effect. There will be something accplished and brought to pass that will be dreadith w
a witness. When the great and angry God hath vpeand executed his awful vengeance on the poor
sinner, and the wretch is actually suffering tHenite weight and power of his indignation, therlwi
God call upon the whole universe to behold thatu&wifajesty and mighty power that is to be seet in i
Isa. 33:12-14. "And the people shall be as theibgsof lime, as thorns cut up shall they be burnt
the fire. Hear ye that are far off, what | have etaand ye that are near, acknowledge my might. The
sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath ssgatithe hypocrites,” &c.

Thus it will be with you that are in an unconverstdte, if you continue in it; the infinite migland
majesty, and terribleness of the omnipotent Godl bbanagnified upon you, in the ineffable strengt
your torments. You shall be tormented in the preseri the holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb; and when you shall be in this state of suftgrthe glorious inhabitants of heaven shall gthfo
and look on the awful spectacle, that they maydeast the wrath and fierceness of the Almighty g
when they have seen it, they will fall down andradtat great power and majeslse. Ixvi. 23, 24



"And it shall come to pass, that from one new muoanother, and from orsabbat to another, sha

all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lénad they shall go forth and look upon the careass
of the men that have transgressed against mehdarworm shall not die, neither shall their fire b
guenched, and they shall be an abhorring untdesihf

4. It iseverlasting wrath. It would be dreadful to suffer this fieress and wrath of Almighty God one
moment; but you must suffer it to all eternity. Téevill be no end to this exquisite horrible misery
When you look forward, you shall see a long forreaeboundless duration before you, which will
swallow up your thoughts, and amaze your soul;yemodwill absolutely despair of ever having any
deliverance, any end, any mitigation, any restla¥au will know certainly that you must wear out
long ages, millions of millions of ages, in wrestjiand conflicting with this almighty merciless
vengeance; and then when you have so done, whaausp ages have actually been spent by you it
manner, you will know that all is but a point to atltemains. So that your punishment will indeed be
infinite. Oh, who can express what the state afd & such circumstances is! All that we can plolgsi
say about it, gives but a very feeble, faint repngation of it; it is inexpressible and inconceilealf-or
"who knows the power of God's anger?"

How dreadful is the state of those that are daily laourly in the danger of this great wrath anchite
misery! But this is the dismal case of every sauhis congregation that has not been born again,
however moral and strict, sober and religious, timay otherwise be. Oh that you would consider it,
whether you be young or old! There is reason takththat there are many in this congregation now
hearing this discourse, that will actually be thbjects of this very misery to all eternity. We knoot
who they are, or in what seats they sit, or whatig/ts they now have. It may be they are now a&,eas
and hear all these things without much disturbaand,are now flattering themselves that they ate no
the persons, promising themselves that they shedipe. If we knew that there was one person, and bu
one, in the whole congregation, that was to besthgect of this misery, what an awful thing woulte
to think of! If we knew who it was, what an awfidjlst would it be to see such a person! How might al
the rest of the congregation lift up a lamentalolé kitter cry over him! But, alas! instead of ohew
many is it likely will remember this discourse iall? And it would be a wonder, if some that are now
present should not be in hell in a very short timesn before this year is out. And it would be no
wonder if some persons, that now sit here, in seea¢s of this meeting-house, in health, quiet and
secure, should be there before to-morrow mornihgsé of you that finally continue in a natural
condition, that shall keep out of hell longest Wil there in a little time! your damnation does not
slumber; it will come swiftly, and, in all probaityl, very suddenly upon many of you. You have reaso
to wonder that you are not already in hell. Itdasibtless the case of some whom you have seen and
known, that never deserved hell more than you thatheretofore appeared as likely to have been now
alive as you. Their case is past all hope; theycayiag in extreme misery and perfect despair;Hare
you are in the land of the living and in the hoas&od, and have an opportunity to obtain salvation
What would not those poor damned hopeless souésfgivone day's opportunity such as you now
enjoy!

And now you have an extraordinary opportunity, g wherein Christ has thrown the door of mercy
wide open, and stands in calling and crying witbuad voice to poor sinners; a day wherein many are
flocking to him, and pressing into the kingdom afdsMany are daily coming from the east, west,
north and south; many that were very lately indame miserable condition that you are in, are moa
happy state, with their hearts filled with lovehion who has loved them, and washed them from their
sins in his own blood, and rejoicing in hope of ¢hery of God. How awful is it to be left behind sicl

a day! To see so many others feasting, while yewparing and perishing! To see so many rejoicingj
singing for joy of heart, while you have cause twumm for sorrow of heart, and howl for vexation of
spirit! How can you rest one moment in such a coord? Are not your souls as precious as the sduls o
the people at Suffield*, where they are flockingnfr day to day to Chris



Are there not many here who have lived long inwloeld, and are not to this day born ageanc so are
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and haveedwothing ever since they have lived, but treasure
up wrath against the day of wrath? Oh, sirs, yasecin an especial manner, is extremely dangerous.
Your guilt and hardness of heart is extremely grieatyou not see how generally persons of yourg/ear
are passed over and left, in the present remarlaiglevonderful dispensation of God's mercy? You
need to consider yourselves, and awake thorouglilpfosleep. You cannot bear the fierceness and
wrath of the infinite God.-And you, young men, grming women, will you neglect this precious
season which you now enjoy, when so many otheyswf age are renouncing all youthful vanities, and
flocking to Christ? You especially have now an aatdinary opportunity; but if you neglect it, itlvi
soon be with you as with those persons who speétiteaprecious days of youth in sin, and are now
come to such a dreadful pass in blindness and assdAnd you, children, who are unconverted, do not
you know that you are going down to hell, to béwar dreadful wrath of that God, who is now angry
with you every day and every night? Will you be & to be the children of the devil, when so many
other children in the land are converted, and ammine the holy and happy children of the King of
kings?

And let every one that is yet out of Christ, anddiag over the pit of hell, whether they be old nagul
women, or middle aged, or young people, or littiédren, now harken to the loud calls of God's word
and providence. This acceptable year of the LodByeof such great favours to some, will doubtless
a day of as remarkable vengeance to others. Mealsshharden, and their guilt increases apacecht su
a day as this, if they neglect their souls; andenevas there so great danger of such persons geieg
up to hardness of heart and blindness of mind. €&edns now to be hastily gathering in his electlin a
parts of the land; and probably the greater paadoit persons that ever shall be saved, will loeidpint

in now in a little time, and that it will be aswias on the great out-pouring of the Spirit uponJées in
the apostles’ days; the election will obtain, drerest will be blinded. If this should be the cast

you, you will eternally curse this day, and willrsa the day that ever you was born, to see suehso!
of the pouring out of God's Spirit, and will widiat you had died and gone to hell before you hed se
it. Now undoubtedly it is, as it was in the dayslohn the Baptist, the axe is in an extraordinaaypmer
laid at the root of the trees, that every tree Whidngs not forth good fruit, may be hewn down aad
into the fire.

Therefore, let every one that is out of Christ, remake and fly from the wrath to come. The wrath of
Almighty God is now undoubtedly hanging over a ¢t of this congregation: Let every one fly out
of Sodom: "Haste and escape for your lives, lodkoetind you, escape to the mountain, lest you be
consumed."

*A town in the neighborhood.



